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The Aboriginal cricket team which toured Victoria and New South Wales in 1866-67.  

(LR): King Cole, Jim Jallachmurrimin, Tarboe (or Tiger), Peter, Tom Wills (capt), 
Red Cap, Harry Rose (or Mosquito), Johnny Mullagh, Bullocky, Cuzens, Dick-a-Dick.  

(See Editorial on page 3 and Article on page 7.) 
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FROM THE EDITOR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is again the turn of Vice-President to bring you the “Musings” and he has taken the opportunity to 
remind you of the various VCAUSA items for your diary, during the coming months.  As usual, the 
column “From the Desk of the Umpiring Manager” is most thought provoking, and his brief critique 
of James Kerr’s Legacy, What the All Blacks can teach us about the business of life, could be equally 
applied to aspects of cricket umpiring.  

Given that the Boxing Day Test will be dedicated to the memory of Australia’s first Aboriginal 
Cricketers, as has been announced by Cricket Australia recently, it seemed most appropriate to 
publish an article by “The Age” sports writer, Tony Wright, and I am most grateful to Tony for 
permission to publish his article in this issue.  

Thanks are due to Phil Gillespie for his article on the Matador Cup in which Phil has shared some 
of his experiences during that one-day, interstate carnival.  Readers will note the continuing column, 
“Planning for the 2017 Crockett Shield – The Mission Continues,” and this issue features a report 
(thanks to Alan McCarthy) on the recent Practice Cricket Match against the Australian Cricket 
Society. 

In Macca’s Book Review for this month, which I am sure you will enjoy reading, Alan has given you 
his thoughts on a non-cricket book, Beyond Band of Brothers, from which, according to Alan’s 
review, you will learn the 10 principles for success as a leader.  Speaking of “non-cricket books”, I 
should be very pleased to publish book reviews from any other “Law 43” reader, as part of “Macca’s” 
ongoing column. I cannot believe that “Law 43”, the Newspapers and that little “blue book”, are the 
only pieces of literature which you read each month.  So why not put “pen to paper” or “fingers to 
the keyboard” and share your thoughts on a book you are reading or have read recently? 

I hope you will find the two items from “Playing the Game” of some interest, namely, ICC to Probe 
Use of ‘Lollied’ Saliva on Ball and On-field Confrontation Leads to Lengthy Bans, of some topical 
interest. 

In the previous issue, you were offered a Crossword which I had received from John Collins and for 
which I suggested that the answers would be provided in this issue. In response to a couple of 
requests I have received from readers who are still “researching” the clues, I am happy to delay 
releasing the answers until the next issue. And speaking of the next issue, given that there will be 
no CV Training and Development Night in January, 2017, it has been agreed that the next issue will 
be published just prior to the February T & D, details of which, according to a most reliable 
information source, will be advised to all CV Panel Members when they are known. 

Meanwhile, may I wish all readers and their families a pleasant festive season. 

  Trevor Finlayson 

----------------------------------------------------- 

 



 

Volume 23 Number 4 2016-2017 Page 4 
 

… AND THE VICE-PRESIDENT – VICE-PRESIDENTIAL MUSINGS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your committee of management is very aware of the need to listen to members and to take on board 
any worthwhile suggestion as to how our association can provide better value to members. Last 
year we received a request to purchase off-field spray jackets that members could wear to matches 
and other events. After consultation with Richard Patterson, the committee recently agreed to 
purchase a number of VCAUSA embroidered jackets on a member order basis. These are now 
available to those who have ordered them and should any other members wish to order one, please 
notify the Secretary. Also, see the advertisement on Pge 15 of this issue. 

If any member has any other suggestion or idea we would be very pleased to hear from you. Also a 
reminder that the Association meets twice yearly with Richard as part of our advocacy role with 
Cricket Victoria and as a means of providing a collective voice on behalf of our umpire and scorer 
members. 

I should like to encourage all members to consider attending the various social events organised by 
the VCAUSA over the coming weeks and months. These include: 

 Thai restaurant night on Thursday, 19th January, 2017 

 Umpires’ & Scorers’ table at the MUCC Business Breakfast on Friday, 17th February, 2017 

 Social Cricket Match v Mt Waverley Vets on Sunday, 5th March, 2017 

 Easter Exchange in Adelaide 14th to 17th April, 2017 

 VCAUSA Annual Dinner and Presentation Night on Friday, 19th May, 2017 

 Theatre Night, “My Fair Lady” on Wednesday, 21st June, 2017  

Easter in Adelaide offers those attending a unique and enjoyable experience as well as the 
opportunity to meet like-minded people and have a holiday at the same time. Shortly, the Association 
will be sending out full details of costs and activities so if you are thinking about attending Easter, 
get your expression of interest in now. 

From someone who regularly officiates in January Pathways matches, I can only encourage those 
of you considering taking some time off work to do so. These matches offer you the opportunity to 
stand with senior and experienced colleagues in a more relaxed setting and most matches are 
played on main ovals.  

Finally, on behalf of the VCAUSA Committee of Management, I should like to wish all readers and 
their families a happy and safe festive season with best wishes for the New Year. 

Gerry Schembri 

----------------------------------------------------------- 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE UMPIRING MANAGER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to this month’s “From the Desk of the Umpiring Manager.” 

It is half way through the season with men’s T20’s finished and only one 50-over game remaining. 
Four two-day matches will remain after Christmas.  How quickly does a season go? We have 
collectively been involved in over 200 days of cricket which have included CV, AGS, Cricket 
Southern Bayside (CSB) and underage matches.  I should like to thank all those who have made 
themselves available to officiate on both Saturdays and Sundays.  It is greatly appreciated and it 
certainly makes both Alan’s and my job easier. Special mention goes to Jeff Diamond-Smith who 
has “volunteered” on a regular basis to umpire with CSB and has assisted with the training of new 
umpires to that group. In regards to Premier Cricket we have had 100% coverage of all games for 
the first half of the season.  

This time last year I mentioned that the on-line accreditation program had approx. 200 participants 
complete the Community Officiating Program (Level 1) and some 20 complete Representative 
Officiating.  Many of the Community Officiating participants have been forwarded to several umpiring 
associations within Melbourne for them to begin their umpiring careers. This year alone (since April 
2016) there have been 503 participants complete the on-line Community Accreditation and some 
127 have attended face-to-face training sessions with myself.  Darrell Holt and Bill Sheahan have 
also conducted face-to-face meetings with their umpiring groups.  Along with other umpiring groups 
who have completed this training, there have been 246 participants having their accreditation status 
amended to Community Official. 

It would be remiss of me if I did not single out both Darrell and Bill. Both Darrell and Bill have 
achieved the 600 game mark during this season. Both continue to officiate in other competitions 
within Melbourne and on occasions overseas. I should not like to actually add up the number of 
games they have actually done. Not only do they continue to umpire but they also continue to act 
as advisors for local associations. We are extremely fortunate to have both these gentlemen amidst 
our group. 

We are also fortunate that we have other members of our panel who have umpired over 400 and 
over 500 Premier Matches:  Dan Bomford, John Collins, Eric Kelly, Malcolm Gunn and Russell 
Turner. Having members who have umpired this many games and are continuing to umpire is 
testament to this panel. This is indicative of a high performing team and a high performing culture. 

I have recently read a book written by James Kerr, entitled Legacy, What the All Blacks can teach 
us about the business of life. This book talks about, amongst other things, character.  Character 
triumphs over talent. It discusses doing the basics right, taking care of the details, looking after 
yourself and the team. It is about humility. John Wooden (US College Basketball coach) would say, 
“Winning takes talent, to repeat it takes character.” 
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You are either getting better or getting worse.  If you are not improving and you think you are 
standing still, you should assume that everyone else is improving and in comparison – you are 
getting worse. High performing teams spend time improving their processes. They spend time on 
working things today that will make them stronger tomorrow. They don’t manage the present – they 
prepare for the future. 

The All Blacks team that won the World Cup in 2015 carried with them the weight of a country’s 
expectations.  When they looked at previously unsuccessful campaigns in 2003 and 2007, they 
realised that the weight of this expectation wasn’t helping them. They couldn’t remove this weight of 
expectation but they could choose how they were going to react to it. In 2011, instead of focussing 
on the outcome which they could never control, they focussed on excellent processes. They 
focussed on what they could control, knowing that if they followed their game plan and followed their 
processes, the result would come. 

This is really important, because we cannot control everything.  We like to think we can but in reality 
this is not true. 

Lastly, high performing teams take time to celebrate success and enjoy the journey. It is not worth 
it if you do not enjoy it. There are more important things in life. Family comes first – because when 
the final ball is played and you retire, they are going to be the ones who look after you. So make 
sure you take time to look after them. 

I truly recommend that you read Legacy. Not only may it help you in your Cricket Umpiring, but it 
may also help you in business and life in general. 

This year I will not be spending my Christmas away in the USA (unfortunately) and I wish you all a 
wonderful Christmas and New Year. 

Remember, do the basics extraordinarily well. 

Richard Patterson 

----------------------------------------------------- 

ICC TO PROBE USE OF ‘LOLLIED’ SALIVA ON BALL 

The International Cricket Council (ICC) is reviewing footage of South African captain Faf du Plessis 
shining the ball with a lolly in his mouth during his side’s Test against Australia in Hobart 
this week before deciding whether to lay charges against him.  As the 18-hour window for umpires 
to lay a charge has elapsed, ICC chief David Richardson can report du Pleases as can Cricket 
Australia chief James Sutherland if the ICC does not. 

In what appears to be tactics similar to those used by England during the 2005 Ashes series to 
enhance the ball's ability to swing, footage shows du Plessis repeatedly licking his finger before 
rubbing the ‘Kookaburra’ ball.  No action was taken against England eleven years ago, however, 
Law 42.3 states that a fielder may polish a ball, "provided that no artificial substance is used". 

The South African skipper was warned in the first Test for deliberately bouncing the ball along the 
ground to rough it up. He said before the second in Hobart that the issue had been "blown out of 
proportion”.  "We were watching the first innings in Perth and [Australia] got the ball to reverse in 
the 25th over”, he said.  "I was quite impressed. I was trying to see how they were doing it because 
that meant they were doing something right. Twenty-five overs is very early for ball to reverse and 
the Aussies did it really well”. 

(cont’d on page 15)  
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WHEN CRICKET WAS RELIEF FROM INDIGENOUS MISERY 

Across the dreaming grasslands of western Victoria, in the shadow of the mountain range named 
by homesick Scottish settlers the Grampians and Gariwerd by the Indigenous people who had lived 
there forever, the cricket bat and ball became almost sacred.  It has taken 150 years, but Cricket 
Australia and the Melbourne Cricket Club are finally honouring that near-forgotten period. 

The Boxing Day Test at the MCG this year between Pakistan and Australia will be dedicated to the 
memory of Australia’s first Aboriginal cricketers, and numerous lead-up events will be held to declare 
that cricket is a sport for all Australians.  About time.  Arsenic in flour, the gun, disease and starvation 
following the robbery by white settlers of an ancient hunting grounds had done their dreadful work 
by the 1860s right across western Victoria. 

Those indigenous survivors of white settlement who could not bear living on missions and grim 
reserves sought survival on the grazing properties that had sprawled across their country.  They 
were paid nothing, or not much more than rations, for their labour.  But come summer, many of the 
men found a form of release from the misery that had been inflicted upon them.  The “blackfellas” 
of the Western District and the Wimmera were welcomed to the cricket pitch.  White station owners 
were keen on finding any winning edge they could manage.  If that meant having physically gifted 
black men on the team, so be it.  Men without a penny to their names were given bat, ball and 
flannels and permitted to play.  Consider Johnny Mullagh.  He had another name: Unaarrimin.  It 
was from the language of his people, the Jardwadjali, who occupied the country north and east of 
the Grampians/Gariwerd.  Today’s towns of Horsham, Coleraine, Harrow, Aspley and Donald cover 
that territory.  Born in 1841 on a property named Mullagh not far from the 
village of Harrow, his traditional name was replaced – as if he were owned, 
heart and soul – with the surname of the property, though he worked much of 
his life on an adjoining spread, Pine Hills. 

Others found themselves lumped with the surnames of their white bosses. 

History may never have recorded Unaarrimin’s life but for the fact that by the 
time he was in his 20s, Black Johnny Mullagh was considered amongst the 
finest all-round cricketers of the Western District, the Wimmera – and soon, 
the world. 

It didn’t mean he was granted the social status that ought to have 
accompanied such talent.  There is a confronting story that during a game in 
the village of Aspley, near the Victorian-South Australian border, Mullagh’s 
(white) captain was asked when players went to lunch: “What about the 
nigger?” 

“Let him have his dinner in the kitchen; anything is good enough for the nigger,” said the captain.  

Mullagh, a proud man, refused to eat in the kitchen and sat outside the pub in protest. 

By the mid-1860s, the Indigenous players of western Victoria had earned quite a reputation.  They 
came from three separate but neighbouring language groups: the Jardwadjali, the Dyab wurrung, 
whose lands were to the west and south-east of Gariwerd (think of today’s Ararat, Stawell and 
Hamilton) and the Gunditjmara people of the south (Portland, Port Fairy, Heywood, Condah, 
Framlingham, Macarthur). 

They gained such a reputation that the gentlemen of the Melbourne Cricket Club thought a Boxing 
Day match between an MCC team and an Aboriginal team might draw a worthwhile paying crowd. 

Johnny Mullagh 
(13/08/1841 – 
14/08/1891) 
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One of early Australia’s most remarkable men, Tom Wills, agreed to coach the Indigenous team 
from western Victoria.  He was a star cricketer himself, and is credited with codifying the first laws 
of Australian rules football. 

Wills, having been raised in the Grampians and on a property near today’s Ararat, spoke the 
language of the Djab wurrung.  Five years before agreeing to coach the Indigenous team, Wills had 
travelled to Queensland with his father, who with 17 other whites were speared to death by 
Aborigines.  It remains astonishing that so soon after this tragedy, Wills was happy to lead a team 
of black cricketers.  Perhaps he needed the money – he was a soak, suffering post-traumatic stress 
(though no one had heard of it then).  Word of the strength and skill of the team Wills assembled 
alarmed the men of the MCC, who began roping in top players from outside their club. 

Melbourne’s crowd decided that just wasn’t cricket, and support swung towards the Indigenous team 
when the game was played on Boxing Day, 1886.  More than 10,000 people turned up.  It was a 
huge success, though Wills’ black team was defeated.  Many of the Aboriginal players went on to 
form the first organised Australian team to tour England, in 1868.  By then, Unaarrimin/Mullagh was 
captain, and Wills was no longer coach.  The Indigenous team played 47 matches in England, won 
14, lost 14 and drew 19, to the shock of English commentators, who had initially laughed at these 
black Australians. 

Mullagh scored 1,698 runs and took 245 wickets.  The others were: Bullocky (Bullchanach), 
Sundown (Ballrin), Dick-a-Dick (Jungunjinanuke), Johnny Cuzens (Zellanach), King Cole 
(Bripumyarrimin), who died of tuberculosis in England, Redcap (Brimbunyah), Twopenny 
(Murrumgunarriman), Charley Dumas (Pripumuarraman), Jimmy Mosquito (Grougarrong), Tiger 
(Boninbarngeet), Peter (Arrahmunijarrimun) and Jim Crow (Jallachniurrimin). 

They are immortalised in the Johnny Mullagh Interpretive Centre, within a splendid museum in the 
village of Harrow in their own country.  But what happened to the great Johnny Mullagh?  He played 
for a period as a professional with the MCC and in 1879 top-scored while playing (at 10th spot) with 
Victoria against England.  He endured increasing obscurity in later life, living in his old rabbiter’s hut 
not far from the museum that bears his name. 

He died a day after his 50th birthday, August 14, 1891.  He is buried in the Harrow cemetery, and 
his grave is a place now of pilgrimage for cricketers.  It is not before time, clearly, that Cricket 
Australia honour these pioneering  men, 150 years on, with another Boxing Day match in the cause 
of welcoming today’s Indigenous players into the heart of the game that, in many ways, was once 
their own. 

(The text of this article written by Tony Wright, was published in “The Age” on 29th October, 2016.  It is reproduced 
here by permission from Tony Wright and “The Age” newspaper.  The source of the image of Johnny Mullagh and that 

of the Indigenous Cricket Team on the front cover are acknowledged as https://en.wikipedia/Johnny_Mullagh and 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aboriginal_cricket_team_in_England_in_1868 respectively.  – Ed.) 

------------------------------------------------------- 

WHAT WOULD BE YOUR DECISION? 

During one of the recent T20 matches, I had called a front-foot no-ball and then signalled a “free 
hit.”  During a subsequent break in play, the batsman who had been the non-striker for that “free-
hit” delivery, asked me, “If the batsman misses the free-hit delivery and the ball hits his wicket and 
ricochets away towards fine-leg, can the batsmen take a run?”  I replied in the positive and at the 
end of the innings, I gave the enquirer concerned an explanation for my decision for which he 
thanked me most politely. 

But how would you have answered the question and why? 

Ed.  

https://en.wikipedia/Johnny_Mullagh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aboriginal_cricket_team_in_England_in_1868
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THOUGHTS FROM THE MATADOR CUP 

My first appointments for this season were during the Matador Cup. In previous years this was held 
in Sydney alone, however for the first time, this season it was held in three states; Perth, Brisbane 
and Sydney. I was fortunate to be appointed to matches in Perth and Sydney. With regards to 
locations, the challenges surround different pitch and square conditions. Perth has a hard square 
and as such there is a lot more bounce in the pitch, as most of 
you are aware. Sydney conditions provide more opportunity for 
reverse swing which offers certain challenges, particularly when 
considering we use two balls in each innings. 

The Matador Cup has certain unique qualities for umpires. 
Firstly, it is televised on GEM with technological capabilities that 
provide analysis of decisions. LBW tracker was present along 
with stump cam for caught behind decisions. These capabilities 
allowed commentators to review decisions numerous times in 
making informed comment on umpiring decisions. This provides 
different pressure to umpires during a match, particularly if the 
replay is shown on the screen the next ball. A perceived error 
provides impetus for players to apply further pressure for the next couple of overs. Geoff Joshua 
provided me with great advice on this. Simply “Back yourself.” The vast majority of the time umpires 
make correct decisions, so back your decision. 

From my point of view, LBW decisions are more scrutinised 
than ever before, which provides a great learning 
opportunity. At the conclusion of each match, umpires 
involved in these matches can review decisions utilising this 
technology. It provides an accurate account of what really 
happened and the vast majority of the time confirms your 
original thought process. If you have made an error, then you 
can revisit the delivery and ascertain the reasons behind 
this. From my perspective, one of the difficult aspects of LBW 
decisions is assessing height. Optometrist studies indicate 
the height cricket umpires believe the ball impacts the pads 
for an LBW decision is generally about a ball width lower 

than reality. In effect, the ball impacts higher than you think, so remember this 
next time you believe the ball impacts the top of the knee roll. 

Secondly, there is increased scrutiny around decisions concerning balls 
delivered over the shoulder or in some cases above the head. Players use this 
type of delivery as a tactic to keep a batsman on strike or simply to bowl a dot 
ball. It is important umpires are consistent on calls of wide. Consistent calls 
early in the innings can set the tone and save issues later in the match.  

To assist with these decisions, pre-match I will mark my spot at square leg on 
each side. Whilst marking my spot, I will visualise balls being delivered around 
that area and look for landmarks over the other side of the ground to assist. I 
highly recommend you do this for each match. It greatly assists consistency. 
When you have a landmark on the other side of the ground, you can simply 
move your position at square leg to suit the height of the batsman. Then, when 

The author exercises “duty of care” 
for Redback’s player, Cameron 

Valente. 

John Ward gives Nathan Lyon another 
LBW. 

“Six runs”, signals 
Shaun Craig 
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a member of the fielding team queries your decision, you can point out your landmark and more 
often than not, they will accept your decision. 

Finally, during this tournament, we perform the role of the 3rd 
umpire. This role is unique. I was appointed to the national panel 
for my performances on field and the third umpire is a vastly 
different role. The third umpire is responsible for the following: 

- assisting on-field colleagues with fielding restrictions; 
- providing over rate updates, remembering captains are 

suspended for two strikes; 
- noting down players who leave the field for treatment 

(playing conditions only allow eight minutes off the ground 
before penance time commences); 

- completing a running sheet to be used as evidence in the 
event a team is behind in over rates; 

- communication with key stakeholders, including the director, statistician and coaches; 
- calculations during rain delays; 
- reviewing decisions referred by the on-field umpires. 

It is a challenging role, particularly when a decision is referred. It is important to provide clear and 
concise communication to the director to ensure we get the right footage to make certain we give a 
correct decision. To assist with this, we will verbalise what we are thinking to the director to give him 
a clear picture of what we are seeking. For example, in a run-out scenario, the issue may not be 
whether the batsman has made good his ground; it may be whether the stumps have been correctly 
broken. Succinctly articulating this can save a lot of time and reduce perceived pressure. 

To assist with this role, we are provided training during our national seminar as well as individual 
coaching from David Levens, an ICC Coach. David’s training involves Skype sessions where he 

provides referral videos and plays the role of director and on-field 
umpire. It is as close to reality as you get and provides excellent 
training under pressure.  

For the record, New South Wales won their second consecutive 
title. They are an excellent team with incredible depth in their 
squad. They exert a lot of pressure on the umpires on the field, 
but at the same time have a lot of respect for the umpires and our 
role. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to congratulate Geoff 
Joshua who was appointed as the 3rd umpire for the final. This is 
an outstanding achievement and well deserved. 

Phil Gillespie 

(Acknowledgement to GettyImages for the images reproduced in this report. – Ed.) 

----------------------------------------------------- 

RECENT SIGNIFICANT MILESTONES 

600 matches:  Bill Sheahan  (26th November) 

200 matches:  Trevor Finlayson  (27th November);  Samy Muthugounder  (4th December) 

50 matches:  Mohan Nair  (3rd December) 

------------------------------------------------------ 

Not the best day, at the Matador 
Cup!  Geoff Joshua, Sam 

Nogajski and David Shepard 
inspect the wicket. 

Sam Nogajski (left) and Geoff 
Joshua take the field for one of 

their matches. 
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PLANNING FOR THE 2017 CROCKETT SHIELD – THE MISSION 

CONTINUES 
 

VCAUSA vs Australian Cricket Society v VCAUSA at Kingston Hawthorn’s 
Walter Galt Reserve – Sunday, 20th November, 2016.  

The season opened for the VCAUSA 
with a chance to have a look at 
players wanting to cement a spot in 
the Crockett Shield match in 
Adelaide at Easter, 2017. Dean 
Jones returned and we saw the 
debuts of ex-SACUSA member Paul 
Welbourn, Mattis van Eck and Chris 
Doyle (Melbourne’s 1st XI scorer). 

Mike Rose and Tony Ventura took 
up their counters to umpire and Alan 
McCarthy captained the side. Alan 
Britton scored for the Vic’s. After 
winning the toss and electing to bat 
we found that the ACS team was 
missing three players. Under the circumstances we changed our decision to bat and put them in to 
give their players time to arrive. Mattis van Eck opened the bowling and got immediate lift and 
outswing. He bowled well and beat the bat regularly. Chris Doyle provided the perfect partnership 
bowling accurately and with late in-swing at pace. Nick Ferns was introduced in the 8th over and 
immediately dropped on a length. In the 9th over Mattis got two edges and Jamie Wyatt at first slip 
took them both. The ACS were 2/16 and struggling. Browning and Clay started to play their shots 
and the fast outfield helped them to reach 38 before Nick induced Browning to edge behind to Alan 
McCarthy. On 28 Clay decided to reverse sweep a ball that was pitched up by Nick Ferns. The ball 
got under his bat and took middle stump. Leggett continued to score freely but with the score on 66 
Stockdale tried to swipe Nick Ferns over mid-wicket only for his edge to be taken by Alan McCarthy.  

At 5/66 from 18 overs the match was in the balance. P. Leggett began to score freely and bowling 
changes were needed to stem the tide of scoring. Rahul Mantri was introduced and induced Pinnell 
to hit a catch to Courtney Lai. A partnership of 26 was broken and at 6/92 in the 23rd over things 
were looking good for the Vics. However, P. and S. Leggett batted well and both retired after 
reaching their 30’s. Courtney Lai was getting a lot of turn and he picked up V. Delaney, trapping him 
in front for 9. Courtney then followed up with the run out of M. Delaney for 15. P. Leggett came back 
out and only added 5 more runs before being bowled by Dean Jones. Chris Doyle finally received 
some reward for his fine bowling and had Cowell caught at mid-on by Mattis van Eck, after he skied 
an on drive. 177 from 40 overs was the target. The pick of the bowlers was Nick Ferns with 3/28 
from 8 overs. Rob Sturgeon threw himself around in the field and put in an excellent effort throughout 
the innings.   

After enjoying a Subway lunch provided by the ACS and Kingston Hawthorn, the VCAUSA had 
Courtney Lai and Jamie Wyatt opening the batting. They put on 26 in 7 overs before Jamie was 
caught for 16. Courtney followed on 19 and we were 2/41. Nick Ferns was caught and bowled by S. 
Leggett in the 14th over and when Dean Jones was bowled by Clay for 7 we were 4/62 from 17 overs 

VCAUSA vs ACS:  (LR) Alan McCarthy, Paul Welbourn, Rahul 
Mantri, Dean Jones, John Richards, Courtney Lai, Tony Ventura, Rob 
Sturgeon, Jamie Wyatt, Nick Ferns, Chris Doyle, Mattis van Eck  
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and struggling. John Richards was bowled by S. Leggett shortly after and we were now 5 down.  
Paul Welbourn started well and he and Rahul Mantri put on 15 before Paul was bowled for 13. Alan 
McCarthy joined Rahul and they put on 26 before Rahul was run out by a direct hit from Clay at 
backward square leg for 13. Tony Ventura and Alan McCarthy added 25 before Tony was caught 
by Clay off Browning trying to lift the scoring rate. McCarthy and Mattis van Eck added a further 10 
runs before Alan was run out heading to the non-striker’s end, again by a direct hit from Clay who 
had thrown the wicket down from backward square leg. Alan had made 27. van Eck and Chris Doyle 
took us through to the end of the innings and kept their wickets intact. We fell short of the ACS total 
by 27 runs but we were far from disgraced. We have identified some bowling talent and we know 
that with some application to our batting prior to our next match against the Mt. Waverley Veterans 
XI, we can post a competitive total. 

We enjoyed a drink after the match and some “tall tales and true” with the opposition. Nick Ferns 
received an award from the ACS and Phil Leggett of the ACS was presented with a VCAUSA stubby 
holder for his efforts. 

Our thanks to Mike Rose for umpiring on the day and to Dan Bomford for umpiring the second 
innings. Special thanks to Alan Britton for scoring and to the Kingston Hawthorn Cricket Club for 
their hospitality.  

All members are reminded to advise Gerry Schembri of their interest in playing in Adelaide at Easter 
2017. Players are also reminded to let Tony Ventura and Rob Sturgeon know of their desire to 
represent the VCAUSA against the Mt. Waverley Vets in March. Training at Xavier College will 
commence in the New Year and selectors will be looking for players committed to the cause of the 
Crockett Shield. 

Alan McCarthy 

Match Scorecard 

1st Innings – ACS FOW Bowling O M W R  

Gibson c Wyatt b van Eck 12 16 van Eck 8 0 1 29  
Penaluna c Wyatt b van Eck 3 11 Doyle 6.1 1 1 20 
Browning c McCarthy b Ferns 6 38 Ferns 8 1 3 28  
Clay b Ferns 28 49 Richards 1 0 0 12 
Leggett, P b Jones 39 162 Jones 5 0 1 29  
Stockdale c McCarthy b Ferns 7 66 Mantri 3 0 1 31 
Pinell c Lai b Mantri 5 92 Lai 4 1 1 12 
Leggett, S not out 34 Welbourn 2 0 0 15 
Delaney, V lbw b Lai 9 113  
Delaney, M run out (Ferns) 15 155 
Cowell  c van Eck b Doyle 12 176  
 Extras  (nb 0, w 6, b 0, lb 0)  6 
   Total   176 (cc) 

1st Innings – VCAUSA  FOW Bowling O M W R 

Lai c S Leggett b Clay 19 41 Hopkins 6 1 0 12 
Wyatt c Stockdale b V Delaney 16 26 Delaney, V 5 1 1 22 
Ferns c & b S Leggett 11 47 Leggett, S 4 0 2 13 
Richards b S Leggett 8 62 Clay 4 0 2 23 
Jones b Clay 7 62 Cowell 5 0 0 18 
Mantri run out (Clay) 13 103 Delaney, M 4 0 1 11 
Welbourn b M Delaney 13 77 Leggett, P 4 1 0 12 
McCarthy run out (Clay) 27 138 Browning 5 0 1 14 
Ventura c Clay b Browning 13 128 Penaluna 2  0 0 10 
van Eck not out 5  Gibson 1 0 0 6 
Doyle  not out    6        

Extras  (nb 3, w 1, b 5, lb 2)  11 
   Total   9/149  

------------------------------------------------------ 
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MACCA’S BOOK REVIEW 

Beyond Band of Brothers -  Major Dick Winters (Ebury Press, London, 2011)  
ISBN 978 0091941581  
 

Many of us have seen the HBO series Band of Brothers following the struggles of Easy (for E) 
Company, 506th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division in World War II.  Stephen 
Ambrose wrote Band of Brothers and borrowed some lines from Shakespeare’s Henry V for the title. 
“From this day to the ending of the world… 
We in it shall be remembered… 
We gallant few, we band of brothers… 
For he today that sheds his blood with me 
Shall be my brother.”  
 
Dick Winters graduated in June, 1941 with a Bachelor of Science and Economics.  He joined the 
army to serve one year of compulsory service and hoped that the United States would remain 
neutral, instead of becoming embroiled in the European War.  His aim was to pass the time and do 
the minimum required, but his foreman at Edison Electric reprimanded him, telling him to do his very 
best every day and not be a “slacker”.  In December, 1941 Winters was training recruits and realising 
that many of his officers were not up to the task.  Even though he was only a private he was selected 
for Officer Candidate School.  After arriving at Fort Benning, Georgia, Winters saw paratroopers in 
training and noted their high level of morale and fitness.  If he had to go into combat, he wanted to 
be with the best. 
 
On 6th June, 1944 Winters parachuted under fire into Normandy. He landed near the village of Ste. 
Mere Eglise, miles from his drop zone.  The company commander was killed in the jump and Winters 
took over.  He remained in command through actions in France and Holland until October, 1944.  
He led an assault on a gun battery hitting Utah Beach on D-Day and this is still used as an example 
of tactics and leadership at West Point.  Winters was with the company when it reached Hitler’s 
Eagle’s Nest at Berchtesgarden in May, 1945.  Winters said, “War brings out the worst and the best 
in people.”  The same could be said for many organised sports when the going gets tough.   
 
I have taken the liberty of paraphrasing Dick Winters’ 10 Principles for Success as a Leader – 

1. Be a leader of character, competence and courage. 
2. Lead from the front. 
3. Stay in top physical shape. 
4. Develop your team – know your people. 
5. Delegate responsibility – let them do their jobs. 
6. Anticipate problems. 
7. Remain humble. 
8. Take a moment of self-reflection – did you do your best? 
9. Get the job done – earn respect. 
10. Hang tough – never, ever, give up. 
    

Alan McCarthy 

----------------------------------------------------- 
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ON-FIELD CONFRONTATION LEADS TO LENGTHY BANS 

Two players who were involved in an on-field confrontation during a West Gippsland Cricket 
Association (WGCA) match in Victoria last Saturday have been given lengthy bans.  On 
Wednesday, a WGCA tribunal suspended Cranbourne Meadows' Justin Hinkley for fourteen playing 
weeks and the Officer club’s Shannon Marum for ten, censures that mean the former cannot return 
to the game until March next year, and the latter until mid-February. 

What is said to have started as “a bit of banter” in the match quickly escalated and “got out of hand”, 
resulting in reports being laid for shoving, head-butting, and using threatening language.  David 
Webster, the president of the WGCA’s umpires group who was standing in the match between the 
Officer and Cranbourne Meadows sides and has been involved in cricket for 45 years, described it 
as the worst behaviour he’d witnessed in any game over that time. 

Webster said:  “We had to warn a few blokes a couple of times [for inappropriate language] but then 
[Hinkley who was batting at the time] just lost the plot and it wasn’t pleasant”.  Reports say that after 
a dismissal Marum was waiting at the crease for incoming batsman Hinkley to arrive out in the 
middle.  Later in the over, after Hinkley had scored and moved to the bowler’s end, Marum walked 
from slip down to the non-striker’s end, and that’s apparently when an altercation took place. 

 “My disappointment is that it got to that. It’s just a game of cricket”, said Webster, “there’s got to be 
a line with banter" and while “they’re just words, they can carry a bit of weight”.  He described the 
overall actions involved as "extremely disappointing”, “nasty" and "just not cricket”, and that “this 
sort of behaviour starts right at the top in international cricket, and it’s a disgrace”. 

Cranbourne president Ben Warren-Smith had opened the batting for his side in the game and was 
out in the middle when the incident took place.  He said what happened was disappointing from both 
clubs' perspective. His player had accepted responsibility for his part in the incident.  “From our 
perspective, it was pretty ordinary from both parties, and the language [that was] used out in the 
middle was “pretty ordinary”, he said.  “Something had to be said for the situation to occur, but we’re 
playing park cricket – not for sheep stations”.  “It was a blight on our game, and on both clubs”. 

WGCA president Brett Armitage said the association has “zero tolerance for physical contact and 
abuse, regardless of provocation”.  “It’s like speeding – you either did it, or you didn’t”, he said.  “Our 
association has standard penalties under the Cricket Victoria banner and a very specific code of 
conduct is on our website for everyone to see.  We won’t hesitate to deal with people if they don’t 
follow the rules which have been clearly spelt out.  We’re custodians of the game and there’s a spirit 
we need to honour”.  The Officer club’s president Tim Smith opted not to comment about the game. 

(from Playing the Game, No. 1979-9969, 17th November, 2016) 

----------------------------------------------------- 

THOUGHTS ON ANTARCTICA! 

“But the true voyagers set out to sea 
Just for the leaving’s sake; heart lift aloft, 
Nothing dissuades them from their destiny, 
Something beyond their knowing cries, “We’re off!” 

(from Voyaging by Charles Baudelaine, in From Antarctica to the Gold Rushes by John Ramsland ISBN 978-1-
9215969-2-6 (Brolga Publishing Pty Ltd, 2011) p 31) 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
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VCAUSA THEATRE NIGHT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Where? Regent Theatre, Collins Street, Melbourne 

 When? Wednesday, 21st June, 2017 at 7:30 pm 

 Tickets? $89.90 

 From? Trevor Finlayson,  Tel:  9803 1142 

   Mob:  0408 053 712 

------------------------------------------------------- 

ICC TO PROBE USE OF ‘LOLLIED’ SALIVA ON BALL (CONT’D) 

In 2013, du Plessis was fined 50 per cent of his match fee after he pleaded guilty to ball tampering.  
He was accused of rubbing the ball close to the zipper on his pants pocket but at the time said 
although he had pleaded guilty, he wasn't trying to cheat. He said the ball wasn't affected by his 
actions. Match referee David Boon said at the time that du Plessis’ actions warranted the charge, 
but that he was satisfied that it “was not part of a deliberate and/or prolonged attempt to unfairly 
manipulate the condition of the ball.” The year after bowler Vernon Philander was fined 75 per cent 
of his match fee for “changing the condition of the ball” during a Test against Sri Lanka in Galle. 

Cricket South Africa’s (CSA) ethics committee has in the past damned the practice and said it was 
damaging the country’s reputation. “The committee wishes to raise its deep concern [at] the recent 
reports and allegations of ball-tampering,” read its report to the CSA board in 2014. The committee 
takes a very dim view of these reports and wishes to send out a strong message that such behaviour 
cannot be tolerated. Such conduct damages our fragile reputation. It’s not about what others do, it’s 
about our reputation, and we urge our lads to take this matter very seriously.” 

Also in 2014, Australian opener David Warner was fined 15 per cent of his match fee after he 
accused South African AB de Villiers of ball-tampering during a Test in Port Elizabeth. Warner's 
comments did not relate to the use of lollies or saliva, but rather allegations the South African 
wicketkeeper was roughing the ball up with his gloves. 

(from Playing the Game, No. 1979-9970, 16th November, 2016) 

----------------------------------------------------- 

http://myfairladymusical.com.au/
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VCAUSA CALENDAR 

The ongoing VCAUSA calendar for 2016-17, as far as is known at this stage is as follows: 
 

Date Activity Notes 

Tuesday, 13 December, 
7:30 pm 

CV T&D Agora Theatre, La Trobe 
University, Bundoora 

Tuesday, 10 January, 7:30 
pm 

VCAUSA CoM Meeting Alan McCarthy’s home 

Thursday, 19 January Thai Restaurant Night Details to follow on email 

February, (Date TBC) CV T&D Venue TBC 

Tuesday, 14 February, 
7:30 pm (Valentines’ Day) 

VCAUSA CoM Meeting John Collins’ home 

Friday, 17 February MUCC Business Breakfast Details to follow on email 

Sunday, 5 March, 10:30 
am 

Social Cricket Match vs 
Waverley CC Vets 

Ground TBC 

Tuesday, 7 March, 7:30 pm CV T&D (Finals Umpires 
only) 

CV, Jolimont 

Tuesday, 14 March, 7:30 
pm 

VCAUSA CoM Meeting Gerry Schembri’s home 

Friday, 14 – Monday, 17 
April, 2017  

VCAUSA/SACUSA Easter 
Event in Adelaide 

Including Crockett Shield Match, 
Saturday, 15 April, 2017 

Friday, 19 May, 7:00 pm VCAUSA Presentation 
Night 

Venuto Club, Bulleen 

Wednesday, 21 June, 7.30 
pm 

Theatre Night “My Fair 
Lady” 

See details on page 15 

 
 

VCAUSA OFF-FIELD JACKETS 

VCAUSA Jackets as shown in the picture, can be ordered from the Secretary. 
Provided orders are placed in lots of 12 or more, the cost per jacket is $55.00. 
Should you be uncertain of your size, please refer to Alan McCarthy, Gerry 
Schembri or John Collins. 

----------------------------------------------------- 

ITEMS FOR SALE 

NEW 1 Pr Woodworm Cricket Rubbers - $50 Size UK/Aust 11 

NEW 1 Pr Kookaburra Cricket Rubbers - $50 Size UK/Aust 11 

NEW 1 Pr Kookaburra Cricket Spikes - $50 Size UK/Aust 11 

As NEW 1 Pr Asics Cricket Spikes (bowling – hi cut) - $60 Size US 14/ Aust 
12.5 – 13 

Anyone interested please contact Alan McCarthy: Mob: 0488 799 973 
 email: alansuemccarthy@gmail.com 

------------------------------------------------------ 
 

mailto:alansuemccarthy@gmail.com

